God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God

and God abides in them.
1 John 4:16

Christ Church URC, Marlow
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August2021
Dear friends
All good gifts around us, are sent frdreaven above.
14 ¢S albeé 3I22Ro0eéeS G2 (0KS NIX3IAy3I KSI
remember the 3 days we had!), we turn to the autumn now and part of our

tradition in church life is to celebrate harvest (Octobet"d0® L QY & dzNB
some stage of thiaservice we will sing the line above!

LiQa &adzOK I O2YF2NIAy3a fAYyS GKFG NB

But you may also have noted that | have sometimes used it to give thanks for a
offering. The gifts that are kind given to church throyglurselves, money and
other, are all good gifts

So this line may take us further in our thinking.

What is ours? Our money? Cliwme? Our clothes? Whatall good gifts
around uswvere actuallysent fom heaven aboveR changes so much.

Basicallynothing is ours, we may be just stewards of everything that is already
D2RQa®

We cannot help but be disturbed by the news of refugees from Afghanistan and
other places. So many people trying to get to England. But the d¢anvand
fFy3dzr3S 2F | 0SSt ASOBSNI &dzNB iidg h@é ty' y 2
W2dzZND fFyR® 'ff JFJ22R IAAFOLGA | NRPdzy R dz
D2RQ&asx lfgleao

We must, at some stage, have been disturbed by thinking of life and déégh.
a2YSGAYSa dzaS (GKS LIKN}asS wazySz2yS i
controlling so much of our life, but ultimately our life is a gifiterestinglyc

that none of us asked for! Is life ours, or a gift from heaven above?

So, what do we make of thiift, bearing in mind discussions about possible
changes to enabf-life laws?

hdzNJ 62NI R A& a2 0SI dziATdzZ X SaLISOAL €
RFEFYF3IAY3I AP 2KFEOG A& 2dz2NJ NSIFOUGA2Y |
creation?



There isa really important conference taking place in a couple of months where
AYLRNIOFYG LIS2LX S gAff 3N LIE Be mudtafi K
GFr1S 2dzNJ LJX I OS Ay OFNAYy3 F2N D2RQa
CAY Ll ffeéX KI NES®aienwd givelBasks. tive divé thanks for
food that we can enjoy throughout the year. Very little is only available to us at
0KS G(AYS catiawbérkds alHil&he @lyear round!

Does any of this match anything from the Bible? Consider tleeaioAdam and
9gS Ay GKS 3IINRSYyX [/ 2yaARSNI WSadza a
GraAz2y 2F F22RX [/ 2YAARSNJ OKS SI NIeé
the Bible that contradicts disciples having a very clear responsibility in such
issues.

lff 3I22R AAFOLA I NRdzyR dza | NB aSya 7

So many things here, and all of them link to events taking place over the next
couple of months, and all mentioned elsewhere in the magazine.

An important few months lie ahead of us.
May God bless us.
David

Sustainable Mésee front cover!)

Karin Feakin, founder of Sustainable Me writes:

Over the last two months, hundreds of Sustainable Me posters have been
provided for the public at the Marlow Market, FourState, Satolla Cafe, Sara
Hughes and Tin Town Coffee. Along with this, 2000 went home with children
from nine primary schools across NMav. Marlow FM have been talking about

the poster and the different suggestions and actions we can take to help reduce
our carbon emission¥Ve are down to our last few hundred.

3000 copies were funded by Marlow Environmental Trust, the Marlow Wombles
Transition Town Marlow, Marlow FM and FourState.



The idea behind the poster is that it is a gift, can be pinned up and enjoyed and
encouragesis all to take action. They are printed on recycled paper using vegar
inks and the whole process is carbon naltram in the process of making a few
small amendments to the poster in order to do an A3 size print run. | have been
offered funds from a few individuals to support the costs of this.

Churches Together in Marlolmas now also offered to make a contriimn.
We at Christ Church are hoping to obtain enough copies to be able to distribute
one per household to our members.

Churches Together in Marlow

LY !dzaAdzadz {4 tSGSNIRa / KdzZNOK al AR
Father John as theRarish Priest.

1 St John the Baptist, Little Marlow, is hosting the néXtM Prayer Meeting
on Saturday 11 September at 9 amll are welcomeRleasecome along
and join us in prayer for the church, the world, and your local community.

1 The completion of thduilding project at Marlow Methodist Church will
be celebrated by a service of rededicationXthSeptemberand the
opening of the Ark Café.

1 A Harvest Supper will be held at All Saints Church H&lliday22
October, details to follow

1 The celebrationand AGM that was due to take place last January will be
held onSunday 7 NovembeiMe will welcome new members of the clergy
team and also formally elect John Rumble as the new Chairman of
Churches Together in Marlow.

Lament

The last 18 montk have seen lots of changes in our lives. Some have been
good, but some have not been. Many of us have lost. We may have lost loved
ones, opportunities, moments to celebrate, or moments to remember.

It can be helpful to have times when we lament, find apression for our grief
or sorrow. It was helpful for people in the Old Testament, and it can be a great
sign of strength to confront our ourselves in the midst of our loss.
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With this in mind, orSunday3 October at 5pm, we will be holding a time of
fFYSYyd Ay OKdzNOK® LI AayQd I &aSNBAO
candle lighting, prayer and music to guide us.

It will only be 45 minutes long, but there will be the chance to stay and sit in the
church n silence towards the end for as long as anyone needs.

In an article | was reading the other day by KerfBlehnk, this section really
struck me:

Taking the incarnation seriously means asking how our faith guides us to
address the problems that affect akgple. Christians are not lifeguards,

Webber argues, safe and dry on the side of the water, throwing out flotation
RSOAOSad LyaagSIRE ¢S IINB Gl faz asgSLJ
need of rescue by Christ as much as anyone else in daihdeawning.

As we move from pandemic to pegandemic, | wonder how you are feeling?
CANBRK LQY y20G adz2NB L aSS 2N KSI NJ 2
Perhaps it feels like you have had anrfi8nth sabbatical and are now ready to
jumpintothS RSSLI SYR 2F tAFTSX 2N YI@oS vy
It could be that we are feeling tired. We may feel tired spiritually; and neither
Zoom worship, nor worshipping back in our building has helped.

The reason why the above Keni&hank quote struck me is because it is
possble that church has become tired over the years; tired of throwing out
flotation devices to others who are struggling. This could drain us because we
sometimes end up pretending that we are safe and sound on dry land, and not
being swept along ourselves.

If you feel you have been swept along by life and that you should be the one
AAQAY 3T 2dzi Ft2aG4lF A2y RSOAOSa G2 20K
f2a0Gx 2NIAY | &6ANI X GF1S I oONBIFIGK®
church yourife should be sorted and everything should be tickedo ¢ but
GKIFG AF A0Qa y20K LT GKAA A& e2dz i
Church is the worst place to have to pretend. If life has been tough, and if life
still is toughA (i Q & redcly outifigt and foremost to God and to be honest.

CKS AyaldAailddziAzy 2F GKS [/ KdzZNOK Kl a &
be honest, and what a spiritual crime that is. What does it mean to praise God,
5



hiding who we are? What does it mean to sharead and wine, pretending all
Ad ¢StftK 2KIFId R2Sa A0 YSIy G2 LINI @
K2LAY3 0KFG D2R R2SayQi NBIfAAS gKI

One thing we can do, is bring ourselves to Gaahd grab a flotation device
from God!

Thistime of lament onSunday3 Octoberis open to anyone, people of faith and
no faith; people who have answers and those who have so many questions. Fe
free to let others know that it is happening. If you feel that this time will be
helpful, then we lok forward to seeing you, friends, neighbours, and maybe
family.

Autumnworship at Christ Church Marlow

We continue tohold physical worship at botthe Marlow and the Maidenhead
churcheson the first and second Sundays of the month. Maidenhead will have
communion on the first Sunday or the month, then Marlow on the second
Sunday of the montht-or the third Sunday of each month, we will continue to
use Zoom for digital worship. Then fortlfiourth (and fifth) Sundays we will
continue with physical worshigll services start at 10.30 am.

Until further notice, & services in the church buildingll require you tobook a
placeandwear a maskPlease use the hand sanitiser in the fogarentering
the building To reserve a place, please contact either Valerie or DRoid.
communion services, please bring your own bread and wine.

We are beginning toffer refreshments after servicedut please continue to
socially distance



September
5t The Revdhlan Bolton will lead us

120 David will lead our communion servidellowed by Church Meeting and
election of Elders

19" Zoom worship (see detaitelow)
26" Mr Colin Ferguson will lead us
October

39 Mr Scott Wheelewill lead usn the morning service. There will also be a
time of lament at 5 pn{see page&l)

10" David will lead our Harvest Festival and communion service
17" Zoom worship (see detailselow)

24" The Revd Daphne Williams will lead us

315t Joint worshipwith Methodistsat Marlow Methodist Church
November

7" Davidwill lead us (different pattern this month)

Third Sundays are Zoom Sundays!

You can use either a computer or your regular home phone. Zoom services are
followed by a chance tohat over coffee. It is always the same link:

Topic: Sunday Worship

Join Zoom Meeting
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/82345181397
Meeting ID: 823 4518 1397

To joinZoom serviceby phone,please dial one of these two numbers and
follow the instructions0203 4815240, or 0203 901895


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82345181397

Flowersand Coffee

We like to give the opportunity to people to help witlowersby dedicating the
flowers on a particulaBunday, offering to pay for the flowers for a Sunday, or
actuallyarrangingthem. Butthis does need to be organise8o, if you would

like to be a part of this in any way, please speak with Janet.

Similarly, if you could help with coffedter churchon a particular Sunday,
Judith would love to hear from yo¥olunteersfor the coffee rota are currently
needed for 5 Sep6 Sept, 3 Oct and 24 Odtherearea signup listsin the
upstairs foyer.

TuesdayMorning House Group

The morning house group mseetingon the first and third Tuesdays of the
Y2YOGK Ay GKS Y2NYAy3a 4G mn Y |G 52
Dedmere Rise, Marlow SL7 1XX.

At these meetings we pray together, read bible passages, discuss current affair
and generally offer each o#in support in whatever our individual needs may be.
We also enjoy a cup of coffee and a biscuit. But, most importantly it is the sense
of fellowship which we enjoy together.

Sheila Blair, Helen Smith a@eorgeshare the leadership of the grouls.you
would like tojoin usand need to be picked ygve can easily arrange this.

Pleasecontact Sheila (01628 47444 Aelen (01628 486030) @eorge(01628
48180).

URQBuildingsForum Conference 14 October2021

The third and final conference for 2021bising planned for 14 October from
7.00pm to 8.30pm, the conference will focus on environmental issues for churcl
buildings, including EeGhurch and Ec@ongregationPlease email
mission@urc.org.uto sign up forthis event.



mailto:mission@urc.org.uk

AJRIBE+STRIDES

The next annual Ride + Stride (and jog) event
will take place on
Saturday 11 September 2021

Ride + Stride is the single largest source of income for many Historic Churches
Trusts enabling them to makegrants to places of Christian worship. Taking

place on thesecondSaturday of Septembethe funds raised can be split

between the nominated Trust and the particip&thosen church or chapel.

Participants may be cyclists, walkers, hernskers or driverof mobility

scooters. They can be of any age, but urtlds must be accompanied by an
adult. All denominations are welcomand local churches that take part include
All Saints Marlow, All Saints Bisham, St John the Baptist Little Marlow, Christ
ChurchMarlow and Marlow Methodist ChurclYou can it as many churches

as you like, planning your own route. Seek sponsorship from friends, relations
and colleagues, so much per church visited or a lump sum.

Seehttps://ridestride.org/ and dick the direct linko BuckinghamshireDetails
are also available on the notice board in the church foyer.

Ride+Stride is a wonderful way to enjoy getting out and about safely as well as
raising muckneeded funds to supporant applications from churches and
chapels across the country.

Churches are encouraged to make applications to BHCT for grants to help with
church repairs and restoration.


https://ridestride.org/

Lighthouse Marlow August 2021

Taking into account the difficult time that parentnd their children, have had
AaAYyOS al NOK HanHnX YR NBO23ayAaAy3d
faced during this time, the Lighthouse Marlow Trustees were very keen to run a
faceto-face Lighthouse this year. We are so glad that we took thissen as
Lighthouse 2021 was a great success.

We made a lot of changes. There was no large Mainstage tent where everyone
could congregate at the start and end of the day, and also no specific tents for
craft and sports. Instead, every year group had their own space, where they
were based for most aaiities. These tents were arranged as an amphitheatre
42 0KS OKAfRNBY YR 0KSANI KStLISNAR O
the band were based.

=S,

We still had a creche for prechool children, a refreshment area for helpers, a
first aid tentand registration area. But, to avoid mixing of age groups, there was
V2 WATFSo02IGQ 0&aLISOALIT ySSRauv | NBI
helpers at the start and end of the day.

Parents were not allowed on site at all.
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Some othemeasures \&re put in place to keep children and volunteers as safe
as we could. The number of children was reduced, from 450 in 2019 to under
240 this year, and their arrival and departure was staggered to avoid large
crowds at the gates onto the site. The timetallas also amended to stagger

the lunch breaks for different age groups. We asked all volunteers to take and
register a lateral flow covid test before coming on site and part way through the
week; we were delighted that no volunteer had a positive testmythe week

However, the overall ethos was still there, with the same mix of energetic
singing, shouting and messy games plus well organised sessions of Craft, Spol
Drama and Discovery. In the latter, the messages in Bible stories were linked tc
ourlvSas FyR (GK2aS 2F OKAftRNBY>X Ay (2F
This year the overall theme of the week was Hope, explored through daily
episodes of a story featuring a team taking part in a pentathlon challenge.

Screens in each tent were used to stream videos created hyhbigse Central
SELX FAYyAy3d GKS RI&Qa OKIFftSy3asS F2NJ

9 OK RI @& Ffaz2 FSI{Gdz2NBR | . A06fS aidz2N.

Ta2yRIFe gl a 0KS aG2NEB 2F b2lFKZ gAl
b2l KQa RS OA a Wigayeveiydne &se was ading tgak a lot of
bravery and guts.

1 On Tuesday we hatie story of David and Goliattvith the children being
encouraged to consider what skills they have, perhaps a loving nature,
intelligence, charm, a creative edge or just dimgness to do what is
right. All these skills can be used to overcome our personal Goliaths.

Thy 2SRySaRlIed S O2YaARSNBR K2g WL
was of the Good Samaritan and in different ways throughout the day the
children thought abotihow they can make the world a better place
through selflessness and working together.

 On Thursday we focusaly (0 KS LIKNI} &S WL Y y2i
the Last Supper.

1 Finally, on Friday whilst considering how the disciples felt after the
crucifEA 2y GKS LIKNI &S 6l a WL KIFGS K3
Is always there as long as God is behind us, and better times are always
coming if we keep faith.

11



The 236 children who came all had an amazing time, as did our 183 volunteers
But thebest way of sharing it with you is through pictures of some of the things
that went on. If you want to see more, there are many more photos, videos
FTNRY (0KS WalAyadl3aSQ aSaarzyazr | yR
Lighthouse Marlow Facebook page.

Tharks are due to our many volunteers and to the parents, church members
and organisations who have supported us financially and/or in kind this year.
These include Marlow Town Council, Marlow Methodist and Baptist Churches,
Marlow Bottom Methodist Church, Tew Garage and the Gap, Bourne End.

We reduced our costs where we could, however this year our costs were
greater than donations received to date and additional financial donations
would help secure the future of Lighthouse in Marlow.

We know that it hadeen a difficult 18 months for church finances, and for the
financial situation of many of their members. However, if you are able to
provide a donation to support a place at Lighthouse for a child next year, please
could you consider doing so. Each dal.ighthouse costs £15 per child. If any of
the churches who have not made a donation this year are able to do so, that
would be very welcome. Donations can be made through our website
https://lighthousecentral.org/lighthouses/marlow/donater by contacting us at
marlow@lighthousecentral.org

Sarah Jones
Chair of Trustees, Lighthouse Marlow
Lighthouse Marlow is a registered charlty/ 78062

— =T
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Painting the Holy Land

WORTH WATCHING!
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p062Imkz/p062lhxs

One of the best programmes | have recently seen via the BBC iPlayer
NEO2YYSYRSR o0& | FNRa&hingthe Holst Lapdr OKft | y

| S alFARY [[d20SY WL R2y Qi GKAYy]1l 0KSN.
Jesus looked like. Long hair, beard and moustache, often blond and blue eyed
right? Well, on a recent trip to the Holy Land to form a tpart Easter special

for BBCOne, Idighi YSSUO Ylyeée 2F GKAa (eL)s 2+
FANBG LI AYGSR WSadzaQa LERNINFY¥AG KIR
would look like, but they did know what gods looked likelassical gods such as
Zeus and Poseiden. Those were tingt faces that became a template for the
Christian Messiah, an image that has endured, whether on canvas, film or
YANI Odzf 2dzaft & odzaNYy G 2yid2 LASOSa 27F
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Lachlan treats this subject with the dynamism and vibrancy of contemporary
Impressionim, using block colour and loose strokes to evoke the city as a living
organism. For those who have become dismayed by our seeminggsbriaking
congregation, this programme will surely lift the spirits. It shows Christianity is
thriving outside our fourittle walls in other parts of the world. | see this in the
faces of our ArtPeace friends despite their unimaginable problems. You do not
have to be a lover of art to enjoy this programme as the people Lachlan meets
and the places he paints are inspirings Enthusiasm is infectious!

Johnston Simpson

Dear Master, in whose life | see
All that | would, but fail to be,
Let Thy clear light forever shine,
To shame and guide this life of mine.

Though what | dream and what | do
In my weak days arealways two,
Help me, oppressed by things undone,
O Thou whose deeds and dreams were one!

John Hunter, 1889

14
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Garden

LQPS NBOSylute aLlR|1Sy gA0K GKS O2y i N
us, and we are still on track for that to be done in October. The supplier of the

paving bricks has advised a further delay in their availability but agashwad
have tham in time so long as the firm sticks to their revised delivery date.

There will be 21 engraved single bricks when first laid, and 22 doubles. Thanks
02 SOSNE2YS K2 O2YyUNROdziISR G2 GKS
raised just over £3,000f you missed out, or change your mind later, there will
still be the opportunity to have an engraved brick inserted at a later ddmet

not for some time!

By the way, our water bottle filler has now been used over 600 tigie2 (0 K |
a few plastic botes saved from going into rubbish.

Treasuref @port

More cash has been going out than coming in recently, so please do remember
that the work of the church needs your continuing financial support. Need | say
more?

Autumn concers

On the next page you can see the flyer for a lotehtime recitalfor flute,
violinandpiano onl12 Septemberg it would be good to have some support for
this, our first concert in more than eighteen montlilsyou can bakgplease let
me or Jean know.h&Ank you!

After that, we have confirmed dates in the diary on Saturday 9 October
(Brompton Quartet) and Friday 29 Octobetlo@gy) which | told you about last
month, and a new one of Saturday 27 November for a vocal recital by Fran
Stafford. Obviously, #re is some uncertainty about those later dates so we
just have to hope that life will still be reasonably normal.

Flyers for all events are available in the church foyer, please do take them and
pass them on to your friends!

15



Sunday 12t Sept, 3.30 pm

h veh

YMasie in YDarlow At Christ Church URC, Oxford Road, Marlow SL7 2NL

The Chiltern Collective

Programme includes Elgar’s violin sonata,
Borne’s Fantaisie Brillante for flute on Bizet’s
Carmen, and trios by Nino Rota and Martinu
.

e 4 -l £3 !;\

Nicola Summerscales, flute
Samantha Wickramasinghe, violin

Marisa Cornford, piano
Ticketincludes interval tea and cake

Tickets £12 from www.ticketsource.co.uk/musicinmarlow (no fee)

or phone 01628 486227. See more at www.musicinmarlow.org.uk

16



FromrecentWesseXSynod Newslettes é

Area Gathering

OnWednesday 15eptemberi KSNE gAff 6S |y WAyYy LIS
Wheatley URQVheatley URCTopic:Reporting back from General Assembly.
Tea/Coffee at 6.30pm for a 7pm starfinishing by 9.15pm. All welcome.

Richard Becher

Congratulations tdrichard Beche(currently in West Midlands Synod) who has
been appointed to serve at Lymington URC. Richard will start his new ministry
on 1st Octdber.

URC Wessex Synedig Day Out, change of date

This will now be o May 202Zrom 11 am to 5 pm aollycombe Steam Fair
and Museum near Lisg/essex Synod will have sole use of the whole site
Theme: Jubilee50th anniversary of the URIC

Holy Family, Blackbird Leys, OxfogdNew Build news and fundraising

appeal

Planning Permission was granted by Oxford City Council both to demoli
and rebuild the site. It is extremely rare for permission be givetetmolish
a Listed building, but after 4 years of hard work bgitteam theyare very
pleased that they can start the major fundraising and soon be able to st
on the project.

Their lovely church was condemned in December 2018 but they now ha
planningpermission, subject to the Secretary of S@ténal approval, to go
ahead and build a new church and community cafe, hall, and incubator
spaces along with 20 flats as affordable housing.

The community will be well served going forwards with ddrtpurpose,
environmentally and usefriendly building, taking us forward into the next
decades.

To read about the project take a look at this link:

https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wggontent/uploads/2021/08/HolyFamily
Churchin-BlackbirdLeys.docx
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Little Amal

Do you already know about Little Amal, the giant puppet walking from
Turkey to Manchester (some 8,000 kms) to draw attention to the
challenges faced by refugees?If you haven't already heard about her and
her amazing journey, see all the background at The Walk | July to
November 2021 (walkwithamal.org).

Currently, Amal is on her way through Greece.You can keep up with her
journey and see where she'sreached at key moments on several social
media platforms, including facebook.com/walkwithamal

An inspiring read:

Meet Little Amal, the puppet girl refugee about to walk
8,000km

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2021/jul/04/meet -little -amal-the-puppet-qgirl-refugee-
about-to-walk-8000km
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Pessimism is for lig htweights
by Salena Godden

Think of those that marched this road before

And those that will march here in years to come.

The road in shadow and the road in the sun,
The road before us and the road all done.

History is watching us and what will we become.

There is power and strength in optimism,
To have faith and to stay true to you
Because if you can look in the mirror
And have belief and promise you

Will share wonder in living things,
Beauty, dreams books and art.

Love your neighbour and be kind

And have an open heatrt.

Then youdre already winning

You speak up, you show up and stand tall.
|l t6s silence that 1 s

| t s apathy that hurts

Pessimism is for lightweights.

There is no straight white line,

| t s the bumps and curves

That make this time yours and mine.
Pessimism is for lightweights.

Pessimism is for lightweights.

This road is never easy and straight

And living is all about living alive and lively
And love will conquer hate.
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A week on lona

It was a nostalgia trip back to lona this summer. | 6d visited the
a student and one year | worked in the Abbey for a month as musician. The last time
| was there it wasjust a short visit with the family nearly 20 years ago. But in 2019
when Martin and | were in the Lake District | met up with an old friend of mine who
had worked with me in the Abbey, and we decided we neededto pay a return visit.
Sowe got in touch with the Abbey and booked. Then Covid struck and the trip was
postponed. It seemed we would never get there 6 but we did!

This was the vew from my window, looking across the sound to Mull . The weather
was wonderful all week, lots of sunshine andonly a few spots of rain. We even swam
off the west coast!

The accommodation for guests in the Abbey has recently been upgraded following a
major appeal, and though basic it was clean and comfortable. There were only nine
guests in the Abbey the week | was there, so the staff (mostly volunteers)
outnumbered us by at least 2 to 1. We ate communally at long tables in the
refectory, socially distanced but not so far apart that we ¢ o u | chat,@and we
shared a few household choresd my job was sanitising the choir stalls!
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There wasquite a full programme for Abbey guests. The week | went on was titled

0 Ti me a n The 8ga avas ¢éoéxperience dife in community 6 learn about the

concerns of the lona Community (for inclusion, sustainability, and mutual

accountability) and share thoughts and wisdom about the challengeswe face in our

lives and our world. There wasworship (including singing!) and reflection every

morning and evening, daily discussions, a pilgrimage around the island,andé c r e a t |
e X pr e gtlsicansisied mainly of doodling and painting stones, a deliberate

effort to slow the pace). The pilgrimage included a visit to the marble quarry (rusty

relics of an industry that operated untiWwWl)and St Col umbads Bay
collected smooth pebbles of lona marble with the tell-tale serpentine (greenish)

tinge. We also had a tour of the Abbey by Historic Environment Scotland which gave

us all the history we needed to know.

One thing | found rewarding was setting about writing my own Psalm, well not
exactly writing, but amending and updating a Psalmto make it relevant to my
experience of lockdown and the climate crisis. Maybe this is something we could do
in our church. You might like to read a Psalmwritten by one of our group. Thiswas
used in our worship on the final evening.

Lockdown Psalm 23

You,oystercatcher, are my guide
| need nothing more.

| follow your call up to the North End
across the machair to the strand

you sit on a rock
while | paddle in still waters.

All through these dark months
LOQ@S y2G-0SSy | TN

my ferry was booked
my bedwas waiting.

You spread your wings to fly off
over the sound

and | return home
with sand between my toes.

21



Michael Portillo was on the island while we were there, filming for a series on the
British coastline to be shown next year. His tallmasted ship was anchored in the
sound for two days.

In our spare time we explored the island, climbed Dun-I (the only hill) and paddled

up at North End and at Sandeels Bay A huge bonus was the trip to Staffa (half an

hour by boat from lona)toseeFi ngal 6 s Cave and the puff
day that was! The puffins were adorable, and it was amazing how close they let us

get to them . Martin was able to join us for the Staffa trip (he was walking on Mull

while | was on lona).

Becauseour group was to lead worship on the final evening, | decided there was a
need to re-acquaint myself with the music loft in the Abbey. If you know Peter
MaxwellF-Davi @s@rsewel | tyou céhtimagne how sngch | enjoyed

playing.

There is a quote from Samuel Johnson outside the Heritage Centreonlona 0 T h a't
man is little to be envied, whose piety would not grow warmer among the ruins of

| o nlaydu can make the trip,y o u w0 n @ppoiried. Nd TVs no traffic, no

pubs, no cinema, justtime and space and lots of fresh airl

Jean Ashford
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Huggingg The Perfect Solution

NO moving parts to go wrong
No batteries to replace or recharge
No servicing or upgrades required
Noinsurance or monthly repayments to consider
Non-taxable and inflatiorproof
No small print, passwords or cookies to worry you
Totally organic and nepolluting
Free and Fully Returnable

Contributed by Vic Sharp
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United
Reformed
Church

Christ Church United Reformed Church
Oxford Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2NL

Sundayg 10.30 ani Morning Worship
Holy Communion normally every second Sunday in the month

Joint Worshipwith Maidenhead UR®n Zoom
every third Sunday in the month

Minister

Revd David Downing
Manse phone: 01628 634281

Mobile: 07967 502710
Email: revmandm@gmail.com

Hon Secretary Hon Treasurer
Valerie Brownridge Martin Ashford
April Lodge 24 Squirrel Rise
Little Marlow Marlow Bottom
Bucks SL7 3SF Bucks SL7 3PN
01628 523367 01628 486227

www.christchurch-marlow.orqg.uk

New Forum
Pleag send copy for the neigsue to the editor
by Sunday24 Octobeit
emailjeanashford@yahoo.com
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