The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding
no-one can fathom.
Isaiah 40:28
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From our Zoom worship in May

The way forward! See inside for
worship arrangements over the summer
and beyond …
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Dear friends
I hope you are all enjoying a little freedom, seeing people you have missed over
the lockdowns.
The day Jean rang me to ask about this letter, I had just been listening to
reviews of Mahler’s ‘Song of the Earth’. I had to stop reading the paper and just
listened, entranced by the emotional impact. So I thought I would write about
the importance of music in my life from early childhood to now. Even now I still
hear music that is new to me.
My first memory is of my mother singing ‘Golden Slumbers Kiss Your Eyes’. As a
family we would listen to the radio, Housewives Choice and Forces Favourites.
You could guarantee the Flower Song from Carmen in both programmes, and I
loved the Ella Fitzgerald ‘With a Song in my Heart’ which was the theme tune of
Forces Favourites.
I was very fortunate to be taken to my first opera at the age of ten. It was
Carmen. I was hooked and from that day opera became a passion. Opera has
everything – all emotions, all great themes – war, love, murder, religion,
comedy, man’s inhumanity to man – everything you can imagine. But, I hear you
say, what about all the rest?
Sometimes, when I am asked why I believe in God, I give a rather flippant reply.
Mozart – his music can be so sublime, surely he was divinely inspired? Then of
course there is Schubert. The Adagio movement from his string quintet in C
major is a favourite on Desert Island Discs. I always think it is music to die to.
Music can make you sad, make you happy, make you want to dance. The tango
in Evita – and almost anything in Mamma Mia. All those musicals where you
come out on a high, smiling. Who can forget the church’s Joseph and his
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat? Then there is all that glorious music inspired
by the love of God, to praise, to worship, to give thanks. The church has always
had music, from Hildegard of Bingen, Gregorian chant, Bach through to John
Wesley, and Benjamin Britten to John Rutter – and so many more. The Verdi
Requiem, Rossini Stabat Mater…
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There is a great choral tradition in religious music – Handel’s Messiah, Bach’s St
Matthew Passion. Religious music can be very rhythmic and hypnotising. I was
introduced by a friend to Misa Criolla (A Creole Mass) by Ariel Ramirez. Perhaps
in the future we can have some social event where people bring their choice of
music to listen to. I would bring the Creole Mass.
You do not always have to understand the words. The music conveys the
meaning. I have the liturgy in Slovenian sung by a beautiful choir. It is very
peaceful and soothing.
One of the things I enjoy most in church are the hymns. ‘Amazing Grace’ must
be one of the most inspiring that we sing (especially knowing its history). Many
of the hymns at Christ Church were new to me. One I particularly like is ‘I want
to walk with Jesus Christ’.
I nearly left out Christmas carols, so full of hope, joy and celebration.
Music is very powerful. It can be used to put fear into people – the Scots playing
their bagpipes, the beating of African drums … Who can forget that awesome
scene in Zulu when they beat their spears against their shields? Music can be so
powerful it is banned. The Verdi Requiem was too operatic to be performed in
church, said the Catholic church. Twentieth-century Russian composers had
their music scrutinised for political divergence from the Party line. Shostakovich
was too individual, too critical. Stalin didn’t like the Leningrad symphony or the
opera Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk.
Music can make you weep or cheer, think of Live Aid Queen’s ‘We Will Rock
You’, think of the Last Night of the Proms!
Of course, you all know other music I could have mentioned, the scope is huge. I
know you could introduce me to music I have not yet heard. We are lucky there
is so much to bring us joy in good times and comfort in dark moments. But
whatever your taste in music, I am sure we can all rejoice in ‘Thine be the Glory,
Risen Conquering Son’.
Yours in faith and hope,
Carole Bailey
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Summer worship at Christ Church Marlow
In God’s grace, we as church take our place in the changing world. It is time to
change, and part of that is about getting back to some physical worship. Elders
have been thinking about how we can and should move forward.
You will see below a plan to take us forward through the summer.
Until restrictions are lifted, we still need to follow government guidelines of
booking a place for worship, hand sanitising as we enter the building, wearing a
face mask when we are inside the building, social distancing and not singing. We
won’t be serving refreshments after services for the time being. For communion
services, please bring your own bread and wine.
To reserve a place, please contact either Valerie or David.
We plan to have physical worship at both the Marlow and the Maidenhead
churches on the first and second Sundays of the month. Maidenhead will have
communion on the first Sunday or the month, then Marlow on the second
Sunday of the month.
For the third Sunday of each month, we will continue to use Zoom for digital
worship. It has been so good to find that friends, family, and those unable to get
to church can connect with us all … and it has been good for the two
congregations to worship regularly together!
Then for the fourth (and fifth) Sundays we will continue with physical worship.
Many of us are keen to get back to things being ‘together in church’, but we also
want to benefit from what we have learnt and shared when we have been
‘apart as church’. We hope that starting like this we will be able to be more
inclusive than we have been before.
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As you will realise, things are moving and changing. Here is the update about
worship for the next couple of months. This is all dependant on government
guidelines. All services below are 10:30am start.
* These services will require you to book a place, wear a mask, and the services
will not include singing.
July
*4th At church with David Rogers leading our worship
*11th At church with the Revd David Downing leading our worship, including
communion (please bring your own bread and wine)
18th Zoom with Maidenhead, led by the Revd David Downing
25th At Maidenhead URC with David, or at Jon Garde’s farewell service at
Marlow Methodist church (no service at Christ Church Marlow)
August
1st

Our Elders will be leading our service

8th

The Revd David Downing will lead us in worship, including communion

15th Zoom with Maidenhead, led by the Revd David Downing
22nd Martin Ashford will be leading us
29th The Revd Stephen Thornton will be leading us in a joint service at
Maidenhead (no service at Christ Church Marlow)
September
5th

The Revd Alan Bolton will lead us

12th David will lead our communion service, followed by Church Meeting and
election of Elders
Also, on Sunday 11 July the URC will be Zooming a special General Assembly
worship which will start at 11am. On Sunday 1 August there will be a service of
dedication for Lighthouse at 6.45 pm. Our Harvest Festival will be celebrated on
Sunday 3 October. Details of these services will be circulated.
If you have any questions, please do ask!
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Third Sundays are Zoom Sundays!
If you haven’t tried Zoom yet and aren’t sure what to do, please do ask! You can
use either a computer or your regular home phone. Zoom services are followed
by a chance to chat over coffee. It is always the same link:
Topic: Sunday Worship
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82345181397
Meeting ID: 823 4518 1397
If you would prefer or need to use your home telephone to call in (either on
Sunday or Friday), then please dial one of these two numbers and follow the
instructions: 0203 481 5240, or 0203 901 7895.
Flowers
As we start to get used to being back at church again, one of the things that we
appreciate so much is the flowers in the sanctuary.
We like to give the opportunity to people to help with this by dedicating the
flowers on a particular Sunday, offering to pay for the flowers for a Sunday, or
actually doing them! But it does need to be organised. So if you would like to be
a part of this in any way, please do speak with Janet.
Morning House Group
The morning house group is going to be revived. We will meet on the first and
third Tuesdays of the month in the morning at 10 am at Doreen McGechan’s flat
at 2 Baron’s Court, Dedmere Rise, Marlow SL7 1XX.
At these meetings we pray together, read bible passages, discuss current affairs,
and generally offer each other support in whatever our individual needs may be.
We also enjoy a cup of coffee and a biscuit. But, most importantly it is the sense
of fellowship which we enjoy together. Sheila Blair, Helen Smith and I (George)
share the leadership of the group. If you would like to join us and need to be
picked up, we can easily arrange this. Please contact Sheila (01628 474447),
Helen (01628 486030) or myself (01628 481812). Subject to any change in the
Covid regulations, the first meeting will be Tuesday 20 July.
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What will life be like in 12 months?
If only we knew! We do know that things have changed with the pandemic
affecting and reshaping life. The church is part of the changed world.
We have now had two Zoom sessions where people have gathered to
share/discuss/imagine what church might be like in 12 months… and what we
might need to do now so that we can get there. We are going to do one more,
and we would love you to come! Each session is a stand-alone session, so don’t
worry if you have been to one before.
What do we need to do to be God’s church as fully as we can? What will society
look like in 12 months’ time, and how do we need to react to the world around
us?
There are no obvious answers, but in the URC we firmly believe that we discern
God’s will best when we come together. So, let’s gather to dream and imagine
how we can best be the body of Christ in the world. You can come and talk or
come and listen. The Holy Spirit works through each one of us.
We have so far talked about so much… but all of this can be discussed again, or
we can talk about different things! Pray for us as God’s church.
If you can’t Zoom, why not get in touch with me? You can offer your thoughts
by telephone or letter, as one or two of you have already done.
•
•
•
•
•
•

How do we connect with more people?
What can we do to connect with our neighbours?
What networks do we as the church have?
How can we best use social media?
What will worship look like?
How do we keep the best of what we have gained from the last 15
months?
• What events can we put on to invite and meet people?
Our next session will be on Sunday 25 July at 5.30 pm. The Zoom code will be
sent out nearer the time.
Revd David Downing
Maidenhead and Marlow United Reformed Churches
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URC Forum Conference – 21 July 2021
Following the success of the URC Forum conference on 19 April 2021, it was
agreed we should hold future conferences around three times each year. The
Steering Committee have recently met and agreed the date of 21 July 2021 for
the next conference starting at 11.30 am and finishing around 1.00 pm.
The conference will explore the vision and mission context for URC buildings
and assets, including whether we need a building to be ‘church’ in the 21st
Century. For this part of the conference, we are pleased to be able to welcome
Martin Haywood, the convenor of the Mission Enablers Network and the
Southern Synod Mission Officer. We hope to also hear from two separate places
of worship about how that have creatively used their buildings. One in a rural
community and the other in a multi-cultural community.
Please email mission@urc.org.uk to sign up for this event.
The third and final conference for 2021 is being planned for 14 October from
7.00pm to 8.30pm, the conference will focus on environmental issues for church
buildings, including Eco-Church and Eco-Congregation.
Lighthouse Marlow 2-6 August 2021
Lighthouse Marlow is still looking for volunteers to help this summer.
We are keen to welcome new volunteers, both adults and young people aged
12 to 17. Most volunteers spend time with the children (age 5-11), some help
supervise a small group of children, others lead activities such as sport, craft and
drama that the children do during the day. There is also a creche for pre-school
children of helpers. There is also a need for people to do administrative tasks,
provide hot drinks to helpers, and set up and manage the site.
If you helped in 2019, or registered to help in 2020, you should have received an
email with a link to register. If you are a new volunteer, please register here:
https://lighthousecentral.org/forms/leader-registration.
Helpers are needed in all areas – if you want to know more, take a look at
https://lighthousecentral.org/lighthouses/marlow/roles. Any questions, please
contact us by email at marlow@lighthousecentral.org.
8

Autumn concert programme
We haven’t been able to hold a concert at Christ Church since January 2020. We
did have a date in July this year but that has had to be cancelled. However, we
look positively to the autumn and here is what we have planned at the moment
so you can save the dates:
Sunday 12 September, teatime concert by a flute/violin/piano ensemble led by
Nicola Summerscales. They have a super and varied programme lined up,
including Elgar’s violin sonata and a trio by Nina Rota who wrote the music for
the Godfather.
Saturday 9 October, recital by the Brompton Quartet who should have played
last March. Since then, the fame of these young players has spread and they
made their Wigmore Hall debut in June. We are VERY lucky to get them, and for
just half of their usual fee… Their programme will include Haydn, Prokofiev,
Schubert and Beethoven.
Friday 29 October, the much-delayed ‘Celebrating Hoagy’ gig with an excellent
jazz quartet playing the music of Hoagy Carmichael.
Tickets will be on sale in a few weeks, but you can always put your name down
with Martin in advance!
URC Wessex Synod - Big Day Out – change of date
This will now be on 7 May 2022 from 11 am to 5 pm at Hollycombe Steam Fair
and Museum near Liss. Wessex Synod will have sole use of the whole site.
Theme: Jubilee: 50th anniversary of the URC!
Oberammergau 2022
The Revd Michael Hopkins has a small number of places still available on a trip
to the Oberammergau passion play in 2022 (postponed from 2020). From 15-21
May 2022, the trip will include time in the Austrian Tyrol, and is one of the best
value packages available. With the increase in vaccination, and hopes of
normality, now is a good time to book. Full details here:
www.tailored-travel.co.uk/michaelhopkins_austriantyrol_150522
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Build on Books
At a recent Zoom service, when we had our coffee time together, some of us
were saying how we had spare books to go to charity etc. Some of us knew of a
project in Marlow that supports people and schools in Sierra Leone.
Thank you to Judith and Martin for their quick action! We have been in touch
with them, and they have said:
Thank you for getting in touch. We tend to send books that can be used in school
libraries so no adult novels please unless they are by African authors. However,
we are always looking for any how-to books such as sewing and carpentry, but
not gardening.
We always need children’s books, dictionaries, thesauruses and grammar. We
also send Shakespeare and classic literature.
At the moment I’m desperately looking for laptops and particularly mice and
cables for computers if you happen to have any of those! We are building an
educational centre for vocational and computer training in Sierra Leone.
Anything that you have that may be suitable can be left in the blue shed on my
driveway at 38 Oak Tree Road Marlow SL7 3EE.
Lori Spragg, Build on Books UK reg. charity 1158201
PS I’m also looking for secondary school furniture such as desks and chairs,
perhaps you could put the word out at your church. Usually, most things come
by word of mouth.
Do you have anything on this list? If so, and you can get it to Lori, that would be
great. Or perhaps get in touch with me and I may be able to click and collect!
God bless,
Revd David Downing
Maidenhead and Marlow United Reformed Churches
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Churches Together in Marlow
Congratulations to Dave Bull, who has been appointed an Honorary Canon of
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. Sarah Jones has taken up her appointment as
team vicar at All Saints Church Marlow, as has Kenn Baird as pastor at Newfield
Community Church.
Roland Slade completes his curacy this month, and we pray God’s guidance for
Roland and Caroline as he seeks a new posting. Mark Gould, who will be
ordained curate in July, will begin his ministry at the Lantern Church.
In August, Father Michael will retire after 10 years of faithful service at St
Peter’s Church. The new parish priest will be Canon John Udris, who for the last
10 years has been spiritual director at St Mary’s College, Oscott.
Finally, we are delighted to report that John Rumble has agreed to be
nominated as Chairman of Churches Together in Marlow. The position has been
vacant since January 2019, during which time Tony Threlfall has done an
amazing job keeping everything going.
On the assumption that the current restrictions on meeting will soon be lifted,
Paddy Gallaugher has arranged a Men’s Breakfast at Harleyford Golf Club for
Saturday 21 August at 8.30 am, when the speaker will be Steve Machell,
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) Operations Manager in Chad. When Steve
last visited Marlow, he was based in Kenya for a second appointment there. He
and the family then came back to the UK in 2018, only to move to Chad in 2019.
At all times, he has been accompanied by his wife Katie, while their two boys
have been in boarding school in Bath.
St John the Baptist, Little Marlow, is hosting the next CTM Prayer Meeting on
Saturday 11 September at 9 am. All are welcome. A Harvest Supper will be held
at All Saints Church Hall probably on Friday 8 October, date to be confirmed.
We hope to hold a special service of celebration in conjunction with our AGM
on Sunday 7 November, when we will welcome new members of the clergy
team and also formally elect John Rumble as the new Chairman of Churches
Together in Marlow.
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Christian Aid Week in Marlow 10–16 May 2021
This is just to say a big thank-you to everyone who took part in any way in our
fundraising this year.
Tony Threlfall has given Christian Aid Week in Marlow a lovely write-up in the
latest CTM newsletter - and in case you have not seen it here it is again, below,
with a few pictures added. There was a wonderful response this year. Thanks
again to all our supporters.
Jean Ashford
For Marlow CA Group
This year, the focus of Christian Aid Week was on the climate emergency and in
particular on people already living in poverty who are on the front line of the
crisis. In times of drought, Rose sets out every day on a long and dangerous
journey to collect water for her family. Christian Aid works with partners in
Kenya to help vulnerable communities build earth dams that will provide a
reliable source of water.
Fundraising in Marlow took place on several fronts, coordinated by Jean Ashford
and supported by volunteers from the churches.
A JustGiving Appeal (this year under
the title ‘Say thanks for your vaccine!’)
was successful.
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An innovation this year was an envelope-drop scheme, in which recipients were
invited to return their envelope to a named collection point. Collection points
included Burgers, Marlow Post Office, Charity News Shop in Oak Tree Rd, and
Marlow Bottom Pharmacy. Some envelope-droppers used their own address or
called back to collect their envelopes.

Moment of truth – Sheila and Jean find out what’s in the envelopes!

A sale of home-made
cakes was held outside
the Methodist Church on
the Saturday morning
(a bit chilly – ed).
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An outstanding innovation was a Psalmathon, set up on Zoom and coordinated
by Martin Ashford. On the Sunday, all 150 psalms were recited by 75 registered
readers, many of whom were sponsored.
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The grand total raised from all events including Gift Aid stands at £14,641.
This figure includes sums of £3736 from the envelope-drop scheme, £3725 from
the JustGiving appeal, £440 from the cake sale, and a magnificent £6740 from
the Psalmathon.
Also, David Downing completed his personal fitness 300,000 steps challenge,
raising £630 via Facebook and £290 via JustGiving.
In recent years, the grand total raised from all events has been of the order of
£9000, so this year’s result is truly remarkable.
Tony Threlfall

A final word about the Psalmathon (from the Marlow CA Group) …
We’re so grateful to Martin for coming up with this brilliant idea and making it
happen! We knew it should be possible because of the successful Markathon run
from Christ Church on Maundy Thursday, in which many of you took part. But
we’d not previously tried involving a wider network of participants from many
other churches across the country. Several hundred persuasive emails and much
arm-twisting later, we had a line-up of 75 readers. Martin interspersed the
readings with prayers, songs and Christian Aid video clips. The technology held
up (phew!) – and a good time was had.
I (Jean) found it quite magical how folk from all over (Bucks, Berks, Beds,
London, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Peterborough, Essex, Shropshire), many of
whom we’d never met before, calmly appeared on my screen at their allotted
times and read their allotted verses (one in Welsh!). The seven hours went by in
a flash, and it was altogether a mesmerising and moving experience.
So, many thanks to Martin from the Marlow Christian Aid Group and indeed to
everyone who joined in with this unusual event.
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Pat Berry
16 November 1941 – 15 April 2021
We’re sad to report the death of Pat Berry who worshipped with us these last
few years and was a much-loved member of our congregation, always cheerful
despite struggling with poor health. A service of thanksgiving for Pat’s life was
held at Amersham Crematorium on 30 April. The Revd David Downing led the
service and has sent the following precis of the family’s tribute to Pat.
Pat was born in Glasgow, the youngest of five girls. Her older sisters Isabel and
Jessie will definitely agree that Pat was the quiet, shy, studious one compared to
her rather lively big sisters. She went to John Street Secondary School in
Glasgow, where she excelled, winning many academic prizes especially in maths
and science. Her achievements were even more impressive as she had to
overcome a bad stammer.
She was the first in her family to go to university and studied chemistry at
Glasgow. Pat went on to continue her studies in chemistry whilst working for
the Coal Board, again winning many academic accolades. A trip to Russia was a
big highlight of her time with the Coal Board.
She met Neil in 1965 at the dancing in Glasgow, they turned out to be a perfect
match and married in 1968 at St Andrew’s church. Together they moved down
south for Neil’s job and began married life in Haslemere, later moving to
Abingdon. It was a huge wrench for mum to leave her family in Glasgow.
They had two children and mum enjoyed being a stay-at-home mum to Gordon
and Liz until she started her job as a chemistry lab technician at Radley College.
Health & Safety was a bit more relaxed in those days and her lab coat and tights
were often covered in holes after spilling various dangerous chemicals!
Pat loved her family and along with Dad gave Gordon and Liz a wonderful,
happy childhood. She was proud of her grandchildren Joseph, Amelie, Caitlin,
Luke and Gracie and loved to report all their achievements to her friends and
sisters. She was a big part of their lives growing up, always happy to play endless
games with them.
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Pat’s faith was very important to her. Christ Church in Abingdon was a big part
of her life for many years. Also, the support and friendship she found at the
Marlow United Reformed Church has been such a blessing – she especially
enjoyed the Zoom tea parties.
She loved to dance – Scottish dancing and line dancing were her favourites. She
was the treasurer at Abingdon Scottish Dancing for many years and roped her
husband in as a bouncer for their annual ball, where he had to break up a fight!
She volunteered at the Monday Club, a social club for young adults with
learning disabilities.
After losing dad, mum moved to Marlow to be closer to Liz. Unfortunately, by
now she was suffering from pulmonary fibrosis, so she had to slow down
considerably. Despite this she met some lovely friends in Marlow – Pauline,
Rose & Robin, and Helen were all a great support to her.
To quote the family at the funeral:
“Goodbye mum, and thank you. We will always love you, and you will always be
missed.”

Update on the ‘Walk of Life’
You may think this has gone quiet recently, but the project certainly hasn’t gone
away! And I have some good news for you.
The main news is that we have been very successful indeed in finding grants to
help with the project costs. We have succeeded in our applications to Blue Sky
International, the Bruce Wake Charitable Trust, the Mobbs Memorial Trust, Red
Kite Housing and Marlow Rotary Clubs. The total of those is £6,000. We have
also received £500 from Marlow Town Council which I assume is in response to
our grant application although they have sent us no official notification of that!
Compared to the target of £3,000 which I showed for grants at the last church
meeting, we have done at least twice as well.
The second piece of news is that we have a date from our contractor to start
work, although this is not until 4 October. Let us hope that they stick to that. I
was initially disappointed at how long we would have to wait but then
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discovered that the paving bricks would take almost as long to arrive. Those
bricks are now on order and half paid for, to reserve them for October delivery.
Requests continue to trickle in for engraved bricks and so far we have raised
over £2,500 from that part of the appeal as well. I will be sending the initial
batch order to the engravers in mid-August; so if you are intending to sponsor a
brick or two, and have not yet done so, please send me your form within the
next month or so.
And if you don’t have a form, or need brochures to pass on to friends, or can’t
remember what I’m talking about… Just get in touch with me! And please pray
that we don’t hit any last-minute delays or unexpected snags with the work.
Martin Ashford

Martin’s reflections on Ezra
When I led worship in our building on 6 June, I preached on Ezra 3, 8-13. Ezra
tells the story of the return of the exiles to Jerusalem, where they started
rebuilding the temple: ‘And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the
Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid... And the sound
was heard far away’.
Ezra is a great read and a very easy one – ten short chapters with a terrific story!
The Jewish people had been in exile in Babylon for sixty years before being
allowed to return. Imagine the joy and excitement. And the parallels with our
own ‘exile’ from our building are obvious.
But here’s the thing. The exiles returned with great expectations, no doubt
hoping that things would be as they (or their parents or grandparents) recalled
from the past. Instead, they found themselves in a ruined, desolate, Jerusalem
where all they could do was start over again. Ezra says their shouts of joy were
mingled with tears of lament for all they had lost. Nothing would be the same as
before.
The Jewish Bible (i.e. our Old Testament) can be read as an apparently unending
cycle of promise-fulfilment-disappointment. Every time God’s people thought
they had reached their goals (the promised land, the temple, nationhood…),
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they saw their hopes turn to ashes and they had to start over again. They
blamed their rulers, each other, or their own sinfulness. But somehow things
just never seemed to live up to expectations and they just had to make the best
of it. Oy vey!
So, as we ‘return from exile’, we cannot expect to turn the clock back to how it
was even in the recent past. And we, like the Jews, are going to have to work
very hard if we are to find a way ahead for our small remnant.
If you haven’t joined one of David’s discussion meetings to talk about where we
go next, then DO. Shout for joy, by all means, but get involved and be ready to
play your part.
Martin Ashford

Bella-May’s summer

Keeping seeds warm in the window box

That’s funny, I definitely saw a pigeon land
in this tree …
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Treasurer’s report
Not much to report on at this time of year other than to say that, as we resume
worship, I am not quite sure when we will feel the time is right to start ‘passing
a bag’ again for the offertory. And, in any event, the less cash we have to handle
the better. So do please continue to make your freewill offerings by standing
order, BACS or cheque if possible. And, if you haven’t remembered to do so
recently, perhaps the start of the second half of the year will prompt you to
send your offertory to the Treasurer! Thank you.
Martin Ashford
To:
All members and adherents of
United Reformed Churches and our Local Ecumenical Partnerships
It would be fair to describe the year-and-a-bit since March 2020 as having
been different, wouldn’t it? Lots of us have experienced loss of loved
ones, loss of income and perhaps jobs. All have experienced periods of
lockdown; periods without ‘non-essential’ shops; and continuous and
extensive disruption to our ‘normal’ social interactions and relationships.
The world we thought we understood and could take for granted has been
utterly transformed. How many of us imagined at the start of 2020 that we
could go months without a haircut or without people not in our ‘bubble’
entering our homes?
As members of URC congregations ourselves, we understand much of
what your church community has experienced since March 2020. The
absence of what is now regularly labelled ‘in-person worship’ for much (or
all) of this time has compelled us to turn to other ways of being church.
Buildings in which we used to praise God regularly have been shut, both
to regular worshippers and others who might have sought solace within
their walls during these desperate and troubling times. It has been hard to
maintain close fellowship with people we only meet over Zoom (or the
like).
Financially, things have been extremely tough too. Plate offerings have
collapsed; some regular givers have had to reduce or entirely stop giving
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to support God’s work; and those churches which hire out their premises
have seen income from that source disappear.
At denominational level, we feared that these financial troubles would
spell disaster for the URC’s Ministry and Mission (‘M&M’) fund through
which the URC has always supported and developed our stipendiary
ministers and Church Related Community Workers. It would have been
all too easy for congregations to forget that for almost 49 years this fund
(under various names) has provided stipends, pension contributions and
training for all ministers throughout the three nations in which the URC
operates: so that ministry reaches where synods judge it to be most
needed and is paid for according to each congregation’s ability to
contribute (though the ways of determining that vary from synod to
synod). It was all very well to remind ourselves that the M&M fund is
meant to be the first call on every congregation’s resources if the
undertaking to financially support our ministers is to be honoured. We
feared that drastically reduced income would make that impossible and
that, because the need was less visible than the other calls on your
diminished resources, payments to the M&M fund would have stopped
first.
We are sorry if we ever doubted you.
It quickly became apparent that, although some congregations had to
reduce their pledged giving to the M&M fund, many more of you were
continuing to meet the 2020 commitments you had made during better
times, despite the struggles that required. At the start of that year, we had
been expecting churches and synods to contribute around £18.5 million to
the fund. By the year end, all but half-a-million pounds of that had been
received. Since Church House staff and committees managed to reduce
their budgeted expenditure by almost £1 million, your money enabled us
to meet the full costs of our Ministries, Education & Learning, Children’s
and Youth Work and Mission departments in 2020 as well as covering
amounts spent on safeguarding, denominational governance and
communications.
What is perhaps even more amazing is that, collectively, you have
pledged to give £17.3 million during 2021 despite the financial problems
caused by the pandemic being fully apparent well before your offers for
this year were made.
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We are always grateful for the financial support given each year to the
M&M fund by all of you; but this past year has been phenomenal.
Thank you to those of you who have been able to maintain or increase
financial support for your church congregation through this difficult time.
That has enabled those responsible for your congregation’s finances to
keep more money flowing to the M&M fund than we expected.
Thank you for all your previous financial support to those of you who,
after prayerful consideration, have had to reduce or stop giving in
response to your changed financial circumstances.
Thank you for the pledges your congregation has made about
contributing to the M&M fund during 2021 even though you were by then
aware of the impact the pandemic was having on your local
congregation’s finances.
Thank you in anticipation for what you agree to offer to the M&M fund
during 2022 to enable the denomination to deliver ministry, education and
learning, children’s work and mission activity on God’s (and your) behalf.
We are aware that synods have played a significant part in encouraging
and supporting many congregations with their contributions to the M&M
fund. We have separately written to Synod Treasurers to express our
thanks to them and their colleagues too.
Of course, our giving for God’s work is in response to the amazing
generosity and love of God which we see in Jesus. Nonetheless, it is
important for us to thank every one of you for what you do for God, your
congregation and its and our denominational finances.
Thank you!
If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter, please
speak to your church treasurer who has been provided with more detailed
information. If they are not able to help directly then they can get in touch
with the finance team at Church House.
Yours in Christ,
Ian Hardie (Treasurer) and John Piper (Deputy Treasurer)
On behalf of the URC Finance Committee, May 2021
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I Like Hugs
It’s wondrous what a hug can do,
A hug can cheer you when you’re blue
A hug can say, I love you so
Or, I hate to see you go.
A hug is: ‘Welcome back again!’
And ‘Great to see you!’ or
‘Where’ve you been?’
A hug can soothe a small child’s pain
And bring a rainbow after rain.
The hug! There’s just no doubt about it,
We scarcely could survive without it.
A hug delights and warms and charms,
It must be why God gave us arms.
Hugs are great for fathers and mothers,
Sweet for sisters, even for brothers,
And chances are some favourite aunts
Love them more than potted plants.
Kittens crave them. Puppies love them.
Heads of state are not above them.
A hug can break the language barrier,
And make the dullest day seem merrier.
No need to fret about the store of ‘em.
The more you give,
The more there are of ‘em.
So stretch those arms without delay
And give someone a hug today.
Author unknown, thank you to Janet for contributing this.
And many congratulations to Ailsa who has now raised £1,000 plus gift aid for
Myotonic Dystrophy Support Group through her head shave last December.
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Christ Church United Reformed Church
Oxford Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2NL
Sundays 10.30 am – Morning Worship
Holy Communion normally every second Sunday in the month
Joint Worship with Maidenhead URC on Zoom
every third Sunday in the month
Minister
Revd David Downing
Manse phone: 01628 634281
Mobile: 07967 502710
Email: revmandm@gmail.com

Hon Secretary
Valerie Brownridge
April Lodge
Little Marlow
Bucks SL7 3SF
01628 523367

Hon Treasurer
Martin Ashford
24 Squirrel Rise
Marlow Bottom
Bucks SL7 3PN
01628 486227

www.christchurch-marlow.org.uk
New Forum
Please send copy for the next issue to the editor
by Sunday 22 August –
email jeanashford@yahoo.com
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