And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him.
Romans 8:28
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Dear friends
The 11:25
The next two months are very big months. The heading of this sounds like a
train time! But the next two months (November and December) are connected
by two dates: 11th and the 25th. The 11th is of course Remembrance, and the
25th is …. Christmas! And there is so much in between.
Remembrance is a challenging time. There is clearly a benefit to remembering
what happened in the two hideous World Wars. Although for most of us, it is
now a case not of remembering but imagining. The scale of atrocity is still
staggering. But I always have a question in my mind… what is the point of
remembering? It feels like humanity sometimes gives a brief nod of respect to
the past without taking on board what it is we are remembering. If “man’s
inhumanity to man” means anything, then surely we should be always learning
how to be more peaceful with each other; and I wonder if that is the case?
Why do tempers flare in such physical ways? Why are there still wars? Have we
come to accept levels of aggression and war as part of the background to life?
How do we become peacemakers as we remember? For me, Armistice Day
defiantly gives me some awkward questions that as a Christian I should always
try and confront.
Once we get past 11/11, time seems to gather speed as we hurtle towards
Christmas. Advent seems to start early, and then before we know it… it’s
Christmas! With all the trimmings! Well, of course that may depend on whether
we will be able to buy everything we want, as we hear rumours of shortages.
But, can you remember last Christmas? Not the song by Wham, but I mean
Christmas 2020? It was the Christmas that we all got ready for, and then had to
change. It was the Christmas where we couldn’t be with loved ones. So many
voices said it was a reminder that the most important thing about Christmas
was being with loved ones, not all the trimmings. If we remember well, then
how many trimmings we have, how many presents we get, and how much
‘stuff’ there is won’t be important this year – as long as we can be with loved
ones.
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It’s how God feels about us! No need to stuff. No need to dress in a certain way.
The most important thing is being with us.
Remembering is important, from Armistice to Christmas Day, but only if we
react to it. We hope that in our church events we will have the opportunity to
remember and see how God wants (and calls) us to respond. We will be
standing in silence, singing carols in the garden, remembering with bread and
wine in the church and more.
In the next two months, perhaps we should all take time to remember… and
take time to think about what difference that will make to us. If it makes a
difference to us, it will make a difference to the world.
Take care, and God bless…
David

Advent Prayers
If you remember back to September and just into October, I led a short series of
weekly prayers in our garden. Not everyone could come, but the prayers were
posted to our Facebook page and website. Through Advent I will be doing a
similar thing, but I shall be doing it from Maidenhead. Not in a garden, but in
the new prayer space there. Don’t forget you can let family and friends know
and invite them to take part. Each one will only be around 8-10 minutes long,
and you can watch it whenever you want to!
Tuesdays
Don’t forget, no one should be able to say that they are bored on Tuesday
mornings! Each week we have something going on. On the first and third
Tuesdays of the week there is the house group – all are invited! This is normally
at Doreen’s house, 2 Baron’s Court, Dedmere Rise, Marlow from 10.30 am. On
the second and fourth Tuesdays, we meet for coffee and a general chat from
10.30 am at The Ark, the new coffee shop at Marlow Methodist Church.
Prayer Breakfasts …
… are back! Join us for breakfast and an informal time of prayer in the
Cornerstone Room on Saturday 13 November at 9 am.
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Worship
• No need to pre-book your place, but we ask you to sign in when you
arrive.
• Please use hand sanitiser on entering the church.
• You don’t have to wear a mask inside the church, but please put a mask on
for singing during worship.
• We are returning to serving both bread and wine for communion.
• We continue to sit encouraging some degree of social distancing in the
sanctuary.
• We are starting to socialise and serve some refreshments after worship
downstairs in the hall.
• We are returning to using hymn books.
November
7th

David will lead our communion service

13th Prayer breakfast, 9 am – all welcome
14th Remembrance – services will be at Marlow Methodist Church,
Maidenhead URC or at the Causeway. No service at Christ Church Marlow
21st Zoom worship (see details above)
28th 1st Sunday of Advent - Mr Alan Yates will lead us

December
5th

The Revd Stephen Thornton will lead us

12th Advent Communion - David will lead us
19th Family Zoom worship in the morning as usual (see details above). There
will also be a traditional candlelit service at Maidenhead URC at 5 pm
22nd Carols by Lantern (or torch!) in our church garden at 5.30 pm
24th David will lead a reflective service at 7 pm
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Christmas Day There will be a Christmas morning service at Maidenhead URC,
no service on Christmas Day at Christ Church Marlow.
26th No service. There will be a service at Marlow Methodist Church.
January
2nd

Carols of Praise led by the Elders

Flowers and Coffee
If you would like to help with flowers by dedicating the flowers on a particular
Sunday, offering to pay for the flowers for a Sunday, or actually arranging them,
please speak with Janet. Similarly, if you could help with coffee after church on
a particular Sunday, Judith would love to hear from you. There are a sign-up lists
in the Wessex Hall.
Third Sundays are still Zoom Sundays
You can use either a computer or your regular home phone. Zoom services are
followed by a chance to chat over coffee. It is always the same link and always
at 10.30 am:
Topic: Sunday Worship
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82345181397
Meeting ID: 823 4518 1397
To join Zoom services by phone, please dial one of these two numbers and
follow the instructions: 0203 481 5240, or 0203 901 7895.
Have you found your Jigsaw piece?
Some have asked when we will gather with our pieces of jigsaw. If you
remember right back to the start of lockdown, David sent you a piece of jigsaw.
We will have a service when we bring our pieces back, but that might need to
wait just a while longer. But in preparation – try and find it…
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Christ Church website, Facebook page and Garden Prayers
The church website has had a revamp! Do take a look.
www.christchurch-marlow.org.uk
A video widget has been added, so David’s most recent Garden Prayers video
can now be viewed directly on the site. Other upcoming dates are also now
featured under 'Worship with Us'.
There are also links to all the Garden Prayers videos on our still rather new
Facebook page. If you use Facebook do visit our page and "Like" it.
facebook.com/ChristChurchMarlow/
The actual videos sit on the YouTube channel, Maidenhead and Marlow United
Reformed Churches - YouTube

The Walk of Life
I’m writing this just days before the official inauguration of our Walk of Life by
the Mayor of Marlow on Thursday 4 November.
You know all about the project, but you may not realise just how blessed we
were that everything came together most wonderfully over a three-week period
in October.
Receipt of the bricks, delivery of the new picnic table and availability of the
contractors were all worries to me and, as it turned out, unfounded ones! What
is more, the weather was generally benign and so Colin and Paul Ludlow were
able to get everything done on schedule. They were brilliant workers and I
recommend them highly.
You can still have a brick in the Walk of Life, as I will (hopefully) be able to
remove plain bricks and insert further engraved ones. In fact, this opportunity
will stay open indefinitely – but bricks will be ordered in batches so there may
be a bit of a wait. Orders received by mid-November will be in the next batch
(which I’m holding back slightly, for reasons I won’t go into) and should be laid
by January.
Martin Ashford
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From the Treasurer
Many of you changed your offertory either to standing order donations or
occasional BACS transfers during lockdown, which was most helpful.
For those who have not, or anyone wanting to make an occasional donation, I
can now offer two options as we are not passing a bag during worship:
• You can always put an offering in an envelope, mark it with your name or
Freewill Offering number (if you do Gift Aid – otherwise it can be
anonymous) and hand it to me any Sunday.
• I recently obtained a SumUp machine
(pictured), a standalone card reader which I
will have available after worship. Anyone
wanting to put a donation through it with a
credit or debit card please speak to me or
Jean for assistance!

Churches Together in Marlow
• The CTM Celebration and AGM will be held in the Pugin Hall at St Peter’s
Church on Sunday 7 November at 4 pm. We will welcome new members
of the clergy team and also formally elect John Rumble as the new
Chairman of Churches Together in Marlow. All welcome!
• Marlow Methodist Church is hosting the next CTM Prayer Meeting on
Saturday 11 December at 9 am. All are welcome. Please come along and
join us in prayer for the church, the world, and your local community.
• Tiddlywinks: The Parent/Carer and Toddler Group has started up again at
Marlow Methodist Church. It is in its twenty-first year. Liz Ferris is
appealing for more volunteers to go on the helpers’ rota. Helpers are
required once or twice a term on a Monday from 8.30 to 11.30 am
(kitchen, washing up, talking to mums etc). A DBS is not required as you
are never alone with the children. Please contact Liz at
bizzylizzymarlow@gmail.com. Liz also says, if you can’t help, please pray
for Tiddlywinks on a Monday morning.
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Wycombe Homeless Connection Big Sleepout 2021: At Home!
Join Wycombe Homeless Connection (WHC), swap your bed for a sleeping bag
and help fight homelessness in your sleep! They need more people than ever
before to 'sleep out' on Friday 19 November. WHC are asking you to sleep out
'at home'. You can sleep in your garden, or anywhere you wouldn't normally
sleep! You can take part on your own, with your family or with a group, and
there's no age limit and people of all abilities can join in. The Big Quiz is also
back! It'll be streamed live online at 7.30pm on Friday 19 November.
All the details are on the Wycombe Homeless Connection
website: www.wyhoc.org.uk/bigsleepout2021 or call 01494 447699 or
email sleep.out@wyhoc.org.uk.

Music returns to Marlow
After a long and forced break, we finally relaunched our concert programme in
September and have now had three events this autumn, most recently a joyous
celebration of the music of Hoagy
Carmichael. I think audiences were a
little reluctant to return initially but we
seem to have overcome that – and we
work hard to ensure that everyone
stays safe, one implication of which has
been a limit on numbers.
We have just one event left this season,
with an old friend of Christ Church. Fran
Stafford returns to sing for us at
7.30pm on Saturday 27 November, and
you know what a beautiful voice she
has. So, if you haven’t been to one of
our events yet this autumn, why not
come to this one? Just put your name
down with Martin or Jean to book your
seat, you can then pay on the door.
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Family catchphrases
It was an idea that came out of the chat at one of our recent Tuesday mornings
at the Ark Café. Why didn’t I collect things people say and put them in New
Forum? You know, those odd phrases that people come up with, and you
wonder where they came from. Not so much the well-known idioms, but the
little turns of phrase that you say without thinking because your mother used to
say them, or because it’s something that your family has always said and always
makes you smile.
The other Sunday, Daphne said, “I’ve had an idea!” and Frank immediately
responded, “Do I need to sit down?” like he always says that.
Brenda was trying to empty the urn and the water was coming out rather
slowly. I showed her how to pour it straight out into the sink. She immediately
said, “If I had a brain, I’d be dangerous!”
Then she told me some of the things her mother used to say, and I remembered
my mother saying, “Never mind, a blind man on a galloping horse wouldn’t
notice” which did tend to make you feel better if you had a large spot on the
end of your nose.
Martin reminds me that our family is fond of “Ooo, it’s just like Birmingham
really” which we usually find ourselves saying when we visit a new place, and
other favourite Ashford phrases include “Eeee, I am vexed!” (which I think
comes from Pirates of the Caribbean) and “It’s at you!” (it’s your turn) or “A
small” (just a little please), unkind references to our French exchange’s bad
English.
So perhaps you will jot down your family’s funny little catchphrases, pass them
to me (Jean) and I will happily put them into the next issue of New Forum.

with humble apologies to Peanuts Worldwide LLC
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London Churches Refugee Fund Christmas cards
We've now launched our 2021 Christmas cards (choice of two exclusive designs
by Cathy Young, one of which is on the front cover of this issue of New Forum)
and 'Welcome Gifts' (virtual gifts for you to give friends and family). Help
refugees with phone credits, food and warm clothes by offering the gifts of
friendship, hope and love. For full details and to buy safely go to
https://lcrf.onlineweb.shop/

Little Amal in Britain: giant puppet of Syrian girl reaches her journey’s end
In the last issue of New Forum, we wrote about Little Amal, the giant puppet
walking from Turkey to Manchester (some 8,000 kms) to draw attention to the
challenges faced by refugees. Little Amal has now reached the UK and was at St
Paul’s in London on Saturday 23 October. Martin was there to see her. See
Martin’s article on the next page and click the link below for a good read about
Little Amal’s amazing journey.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/17/little-amal-in-britain-giantpuppet-of-syrian-girl-reaches-her-journeysend?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other&fbclid=IwAR0R7hGiXjXUZynOWi-jh7H4lqtygPVwQNI46LOxikY4FhqL_SUg1GMxS4
and this link for wonderful pictures:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2021/oct/27/little-amal-inlondon-in-pictures
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“Welcome Little Amal”
Did you see the media coverage of Little Amal, the giant puppet of a refugee girl
who travelled all the way from the Turkish-Syrian border to Manchester? Built
by the same people that made the ‘War Horse’ puppets, Amal made this
journey to remind the world of the terrible journeys that many refugees have to
make.
Amal reached Deptford on 22nd October and visited various parts of London
before leaving on the 25th. During that time, she had her tenth birthday party.
I had the fun of seeing Amal at St Paul’s Cathedral on Saturday 23rd, when a
great welcome was given by crowds of cheering schoolchildren, a trad jazz
band, and sundry church bigwigs! Here I am with Little Amal as she then moved
on towards Bankside and Shakespeare’s Globe.
There is a serious side to this.
The Government’s Nationality
and Borders Bill will criminalise
real-life Amals whose desperate
journeys bring them to these
shores. Thousands of people
could be held indefinitely in what
will amount to detention camps,
prosecuted for having risked
their lives to reach the UK,
and/or sent back to dangerous
places. I don’t know of a single
organisation active with asylum
seekers and refugees that
believes the bill will achieve its stated object of closing down the activities of
people-smugglers.
The name ‘Amal’ means ‘hope’ – and it is that hope which the Home Office is
now trying to snuff out. As Christians we know a bit about hope – and, as far as I
am concerned, that means supporting the Amals of this world and opposing
Priti Patel’s bill.
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Sylvia Bowes – 80 years young
Sylvia was born near Hampton Court on 26th October 1941.
She was brought up in Twickenham and went to school in Hounslow. Her
earliest memory is walking to school with two big girls who were telling her off
because she couldn’t keep up with them! She met her husband Jack at a dance
on holiday in Spain and got married at 20.
Sylvia and Jack moved first to Wingham (near Canterbury), then lived for six
years in Wantage, but they spent most of their married life in Wembley where
Jack managed a funeral business. Jack was always full of amusing stories about
the business. Their three children, Christopher, Robert and Gina all did well at
school in Wembley. Every Sunday there was a family get-together with Sylvia’s
mother who lived in Staines to the grand age of 96.
With the children beginning to grow up, Sylvia started working part-time at
Wembley Stadium, selling tickets. She enjoyed the job and stayed for about ten
years. She saw lots of shows and met famous people including Cliff Richard and
Mick Jagger. She went to Tom Jones’ after-show party. She loved hearing the
singing before football matches but rarely stayed to watch matches because she
wasn’t interested in football!
Nineteen years ago, she and Jack moved to Marlow Bottom to be closer to two
of their children who were then living in Sonning Common and Pinner. Every
Tuesday, Sylvia looked after her daughter’s family of four little girls to give her
daughter some time off. She loved childminding and babysitting. She misses her
daughter, who now lives in Australia, she hasn’t seen them for nearly 4 years.
Her two sons aren’t quite so far away, fortunately!
Sylvia started going to St Mary’s Church in Marlow Bottom soon after moving
into the valley, hoping to meet people and find out what was going on. A few
years ago, Sylvia wrote an article for the Valley News in which she said Jack’s
favourite saying was “I don’t bother him, and he doesn’t bother me”, but he
used to see her off to church with the words “Say one for me”.
Jack sadly died following a heart attack ten years ago.
Sylvia came to Christ Church after meeting George through country dancing and
chatting with Vic in his front garden one day.
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We love to see her at Christ Church, but we know she still likes going to St
Mary’s, not least because it’s easier for her since her latest hip operation has
made walking painful. How she wishes her legs were better! The chiropractor
says her back is out of alignment. Let’s hope his treatment regime helps her.
Her greatest achievement, Sylvia says, is having a family. I’m astonished to learn
she also delivered a baby – the son of a neighbour in Wembley. Sylvia describes
the event in vivid detail, particularly remembering how extraordinary it was to
witness the little boy’s first breath.
Asked what word other people most use about her, Sylvia replies without
hesitation: “Impatient!”
What makes Sylvia tick?
She loves people, and she loves dogs
and cats! Bella-May has been a great
companion for her these past 18
months (except when she deposits a
mouse in her slippers).
She also likes nothing more than
pottering in the garden. She used to
help at Age Concern. She’s not
lonely. Friends pop in to see her
almost every day. And she’s been so
lucky to have her granddaughter
Daisy staying with her during Covid.
Sylvia has nine grandchildren and
one great grandchild, Layla, born last
year.

Thank you, Sylvia, for letting me talk to you for New Forum. And every good
wish for your big birthday from all your friends at Christ Church. We hope you
have a wonderful celebration and a happy and healthy year ahead!
Jean Ashford
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Wycombe Talking Newspaper
Wycombe Talking Newspaper (WTN) provides weekly recorded local news
from High Wycombe, Marlow and surrounding areas obtained from the Bucks
Free Press. This free service is provided to anybody who has difficulty reading
or holding a newspaper (not just visually impaired people but those with
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, etc).
Each Friday evening a group of volunteers records interesting local news items
from the Bucks Free Press onto a master copy. On Saturday morning another
group of volunteers transfers these recordings from the master copy onto
memory sticks and post them to our listeners in re-usable postal pouches
(wallets). The memory sticks are played on the equipment (Boomboxes) that we
supply to each listener. Boomboxes are specifically designed for simple
operation. After listening, the memory sticks are posted back in the wallets for
re-use. These wallets are also simple to use; no writing is necessary. Everything
is free – memory sticks, postage and Boomboxes.
The news items we produce are also made available on the internet – see
www.wycombetalkingnewspaper.org.uk
If you think you would benefit from this service (or if you know of a relative or
friend that could) please contact us as follows:
Email: help@wycombetalkingnewspaper.org.uk
Phone: 01844 698453
Post: The Chairman, WTN, 24a Hampden Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6SX
For further information see Wycombe Talking Newspaper
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At St Katharine’s, Parmoor, we have been blessed through this last 6 months or
so and during the process of re-opening. We are experiencing an incredible
uptake in retreats, quiet days, both for individuals and groups with really
encouraging signs for 2022.
We held an Open Day in September, where we welcomed over 300 people.
Many first-time visitors wanting to see who we are and what we offer. As well
as enjoying a programme of music from Marlow Town Band, visitors were able
to purchase items from the various stalls we had gathered for the day. We were
thrilled to see that we raised just over £1200 - which was a lovely bonus to such
an enjoyable day.
In November we have arranged an Advent Quiet Day on Saturday 20 November
led by Revd Rob Pestell and an Advent Retreat from 26 to 29 November led by
Revd Dr Malcolm Guite. For more details, including cost and booking
information, please contact us – office@srpf.org.uk or tel: 01494 881037.
St Katharine’s Christmas Lunch – through December we will once again be
offering Christmas lunches. The final menu and cost hasn’t been set yet but
keep an eye on our website where details will be posted in November. There
will be a roaring log fire and a Christmas tree!
Dawn of a New Year
Over the weekend of 6th - 9th January, we
are offering the opportunity to spend some
time reflecting on the year just past and
praying about the year ahead. Come for just
a few hours or stay for a day or one or two
nights - booking is required.
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October News
Unbelievably, it’s five years since Vanessa Faulkner and Tom Doust set up
Marlow Refugee Action as a community response to the global refugee crisis.
Like you, MRA is looking for ways to help in the recent Afghan refugee crisis.
Afghanistan response
We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our community in Marlow in
wanting to offer clothes and other items, money, time and skills in response to
the arrival of several thousand refugees from Afghanistan in the UK.
As the refugees were quarantined in a number of hotels around the country to
which only a few organisations had access, we have signposted your kind offers
to organisations like Care4Calais. We also gave a £200 donation to the
Wycombe Youth for Christ who were able, through a paramedic working at a
hotel where refugees were quarantining, to provide essentials for babies and
children. We have met with WYC subsequently and will see how we can
continue to support these efforts.
MRA is in regular contact with Wycombe Refugee Partnership who are
supporting a family from Afghanistan as they move to High Wycombe. WRP
send out requests for specific items or specific help as they identify them, and
we will ensure that these are promoted through our social media as well. You
can follow WRP to get the latest updates.
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We also attended the All Saints Church Fun Day in September and had a
Donation Station for mobile phones – we were delighted to receive so many and
are happy to receive more. These will go to refugees via Care4Calais. Please
visit www.phones4them.org.uk to donate a phone.
You are no doubt aware that Buckinghamshire Council were one of the local
authorities who agreed to support Afghan refugees. We have signed up with
them to offer support. However, the Council have specific criteria for
organisations they will engage with to support refugees coming to
Buckinghamshire, which we do not meet. We are in contact with them to see
whether there are other ways of offering support, however, and we will provide
updated information on our Facebook page.
Help us with our fundraising
As we move into Autumn, we'd love you to consider how you can support our
fundraising efforts in a way that suits you. Perhaps you could set yourself a
distance challenge, or run a festive craft or bake sale, or you could ask for
donations instead of Christmas or birthday presents. Every single donation
allows us to support our partner charities such as Wycombe Refugee
Partnership, Distribute Aid and Action for Education with their vital projects.
The easiest ways to donate are via Facebook or direct to our bank account,
where you can set up a one off or regular gift or pay in funds you have raised:
Bank Account name: Marlow Refugee Action
Bank: HSBC, High Street, Marlow
Bank account number: 02702061
Bank sort code: 40-24-17
Download the Gift Aid form from our website to make your donation go even
further.
Alternatively, making a donation or creating a fundraiser with Facebook is quick,
secure and Facebook doesn't charge fees for charities in the UK, so every penny
you raise will come directly to Marlow Refugee Action. Follow the link below to
get set up:
www.facebook.com/fund/marlowrefugeeaction
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The URC is part of a coalition of organisations called ‘Together with Refugees’.
Their clear and detailed ‘Response to the Afghanistan crisis and UK government
resettlement programme’ can be read here:
https://togetherwithrefugees.org.uk/statement-response-to-afghanistan-crisis/

Prayer for Afghanistan
O God of mercy and of peace,
We hold before you the peoples of Afghanistan.
Be living bread to those who are hungry each day;
Be healing and wholeness to those who have no access to health care amidst the
ravages of pandemic;
Be their true home to all who have been displaced;
Be open arms of loving acceptance to those who fear because of their gender,
ethnicity, religious or political views;
Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live within its
shadow.
Turn our hearts and minds to your ways of just and gentle peace,
Open our eyes to see you in all acts of compassionate care,
Strengthen our hearts to step out in solidarity with your suffering people and
hold us all in your unfailing love.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all but love in order
to bring life in all its fullness. Amen
Ramani Leathard, Christian Aid's Head of Region for South East Asia and Afghanistan
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Christ Church United Reformed Church
Oxford Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2NL
Sundays 10.30 am – Morning Worship
Holy Communion normally every second Sunday in the month
Joint Worship with Maidenhead URC on Zoom
every third Sunday in the month
Minister
Revd David Downing
Manse phone: 01628 634281
Mobile: 07967 502710
Email: revmandm@gmail.com

Hon Secretary
Valerie Brownridge
April Lodge
Little Marlow
Bucks SL7 3SF
01628 523367

Hon Treasurer
Martin Ashford
24 Squirrel Rise
Marlow Bottom
Bucks SL7 3PN
01628 486227

www.christchurch-marlow.org.uk
New Forum
Please send copy for the next issue to the editor
by Sunday 19 December –
email jeanashford@yahoo.com
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